Wnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 14, 2005

Dear Colleague,

Prior to the Thanksgiving recess, several Senators expressed strong opposition to the
draft Patriot Act reauthorization conference report that was circulated by the conferees.
We were gratified that Congress did not attempt to rush through a flawed conference
report at that time, and we hoped the conferees would make significant improvements to
the conference report before we returned to session this month.

We write to express our grave disappointment that the conference committee has made so
few changes to the conference report since then. And now, in the last week of the
session, the Senate is being asked to reauthorize the Patriot Act without adequate
opportunity for debate. If the conference report comes to the Senate in the same form
that it was filed in the House last week, we will oppose cloture on the conference report.
We urge you to do the same.

As you know, the Senate version of the bill, passed by unanimous consent in July, was
itself a compromise that resulted from intense negotiations by Senators from all sides of
the partisan and ideological divides. That bill did not contain many Patriot Act reforms
that we support, but it took important steps to protect the freedoms of innocent
Americans while also ensuring that the government has the power it needs to investigate
potential terrorists and terrorist activity. Although the conference report contains some
positive provisions, it unfortunately still retreats too far from the bipartisan consensus
reached in the Senate. It fails to make some vitally important reforms and in some areas
actually makes the law worse.

Last week, Chairman Specter circulated a Dear Colleague suggesting the conference
report as drafted addresses the concerns raised about potential civil liberties abuses. We
credit Chairman Specter for improving the conference report. However, the most
important substantive reforms from the Senate bill were excluded from the conference
report. The original cosponors of the SAFE Act (Senators Craig, Durbin, Sununu,
Feingold, Murkowski, Salazar) identified several items before Thanksgiving as
problematic and indicated they would not support the conference report unless additional
changes were made in those areas. Those issues were not adequately addressed. They
include the following:

e The conference report would allow the government to obtain library, medical and
gun records and other sensitive personal information under Section 215 of the
Patriot Act on a mere showing that those records are relevant to an authorized
intelligence investigation. As business groups like the U.S. Chamber of






