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July 18, 2005

The Honorable Alberto Gonzales
Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Ave.,.N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Gonzales:
'.

President Bush in two speeches in June referred to a number of instances in which the
Justice Department successfully used the PatriotAct to investigate and prosecute
terrorists and their facilitators. With sixteen provisions of the Patriot Act scheduled to
sunset at the end of this year, Congress must assess the Act's effectiveness and consider
possible modifications. To that end, we need as much information as possible about both
the successes and shortcomings of the Act. We write to obtain additional information
regarding the Department's use of the USA PATRIOT Act in the cases cited by the
President. . :.

The President specifically pointed to several cases in which he said the Patriot Act was
successful in investigating and prosecuting terrorist suspects. The President did not
explain which provisions of the law had been utilized in those cases, aside from a few
references to "information sharing." As you know, some provisions of the Patriot Act are
controversial, while others are not. As we consider reauthorization of the sixteen
provisions that sunset, it is important to understandprecisely which provisions of the
Patriot Act were relied upon in the cases cited by the President, and what the results of
those investigations were.

-'.

We respectfully request that you explain whi2h sections of the Act were used to
investigate or prosecute the following individuals and cases cited in President Bush's
speeches, and how the powers afforded by these sections contributed to the investigations
or convictions. Also, please identify each person investigated and/or convicted in each
instance, including the criminal charge and sentence. If any of the information
responsive to this request is classified, please provide a separate classified annex to be
made available only to individuals with the proper clearances.

. Iyman Faris. President Bush, June 9, 2005: "After Faris returned to the United
States, federal investigators used the Patriot Act to follow his trail. They used
information-sharing provisions to piece together details about his time in
Afghanistan and his plan to launch an attack on the United States. They used the




