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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Honorable John D. Negroponte
Director of National Intelligence

Office of the Director of National 1000 Defense Pentagon
Intelligence Washington, DC 20301
Washington, DC 20511

Lieutenant General Keith B. Alexander
Director, National Security Agency
9800 Savage Road

Ft. George Meade, MD 20755

Dear Director Negroponte, Secretary Rumsfeld and Lieutenant General Alexander:

[ have been greatly disturbed by acknowledgments that the President authorized the
National Security Agency (“NSA”) to engage in surveillance of Americans within the
United States without obtaining court orders under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (“FISA”), despite FISA’s express prohibition of this type of warrantless national
security wiretaps. Many members of Congress have called for a comprehensive
congressional investigation into this program, and asked the President to provide a
detailed explanation of the surveillance program and of the Administration’s view of its
legal authority.

I am writing to ask about a specific issue that has arisen in recent press reports: the
NSA’s “data mining” of the communications of millions of Americans. In order to
conduct comprehensive oversight, it is important that Congress understand your view of
the NSA’s legal authority to carry out broad-ranging surveillance inside the United States
without targeting a specific person, and when the NSA can use automated data analysis,
often called “data mining,” of communications to draw inferences about individuals who
were not previously suspected of wrongdoing. I raise these questions based on news
stories indicating that the NSA is accessing the infrastructure of major U.S.
communications companies and using data mining techniques to look for suspicious links
or patterns in vast amounts of communications, including communications of Americans
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